
SOME ACCOUNT OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY, IN
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.

-Harvard University is the most ancient and the best endowed
of any scientific institution in the United States. It ha$.flourish-
ed without interruption for nearly two centuries, durjng which
time it has gradually gathered strength from the patronage of
government, the munificence of individuals, and the uniform
respectability of its character and administration. It has been
enabled to hold out extensive moans of affording instruction,
and to exact higher qualifications from its students, than any
other American seminary. The number of its students, whicfh
within a few years has been augmented about one third ;
the requisites for admission aud the course of studies, which
have been greatly elevated during the sume period ; the late re-

peated endowments from public and private liberality ; the in-
creased number of offices and departments of instruction ; the
erection within a short time of four extensive and commodious
additional edifices ; the important acquisitions of books,apparatus,
and specimens relating to the physical sciences ; are circum-
stances sufficient to shew the prosperity and flourishing state of
this institution.

Harvard University derives its name from the Rev. John
Harvard, its earliest benefactor, who in 1638 bequeathed half

 The New England Journal of Medicine, Surgery and Collateral Branches of Science as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on December 5, 2015. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



his estate, amounting to nearly 800 pounds sterling, for the'en-
dowment of the College. The names of the subsequent benefac-
tors of the institution are attached to the professorships, buildings,
or other fruits which have resulted from their munificence.

Professorships, Foundations, &c.
Most of the professorships are established on foundations

given for the express purpose by individuals, or appropriated
from the funds of the University. From the income of these
foundations the professors principally derive their salaries. The
other departments of instruction arc supported by periodical
assessments on the members of the college.
The Hollis Professorshifi of Divinity, was founded by Thomas

IIi.llis, Esq. of London', by donation, in 1722. The proiessor
gives lectures, and attends exercises of the students.
Hollis Professorship ofMathematics and Natural Philosophy,hy

»the same gentleman in 1726. The professor has charge of the
philosophical and astronomical apparatus, and gives lectures and
exercises.*
Hancock Professorship of Hebrew and the Oriental Languages

established by the Hon. Thomas Hancock of Boston, by will, in
1764. Lectures and exercises by the professor.
Boylston Professorship of Rhetoric and Oratory, founded by

Nicholas Boylston Esq. of Boston, by will, in 1772. The pro-
fessor inspects tlu compositions of the students and attends their

. public declamations.
Massachusetts Professorship of Natural History, established by

subscribers to a fund in Boston and elsewhere in 1805. The pro-
fessor resides at the Botanic garden, and gives lectures to the
students.

Hcrsey Professorship ofAnatomy and Surgery, founded by Dr.
Ezekiel Ilersey of Hingham, and others, in 1783. The profes-
sor has charge of the Anatomical Museum and gives lectures in
Cambridge to the students, and in Boston to the Medical class.

Hcrsey Professorship of the Theory and Practice of Physic, by
Dr. Hcrsey and others in 1783. Lectures given in Cambridge
to the students, and in Boston to the Medical class.

• In exorcises or private lectures »professor examines the class in a

classic or text bonk, giving; such illustrations as he sees fit.

 The New England Journal of Medicine, Surgery and Collateral Branches of Science as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on December 5, 2015. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



Erving Professorshifi of Chemistry and Mineralogy, by William
Erving, Esq. of Boston and others, in 1783. The professors
have charge of the Laboratory and Mineralogical cabinet and
give lectures in Cambridge and Boston.
Royall Professorship of Law, by Hon. Isaac Royall of Medford,

in 1773. The professor gives lectures in Cambridge to the senior
class and graduates.

College Professorship of Metaphysics and Ethics, partly on an

annuity from West Boston bridge by act of the Commonwealth in
1810. The professor gives exercises and superintends the foren-
sic disputations.

College Professorship of the Greek Language, by College law
1811. Exercises by the professor.
College Professorship of the Latin Language, by College law

1811. Exercises by the professor.
A Professorship tf Greek Literature, by a donation from an

unknown individual in Boston, in 1815. The present profes-
sor is on his travels in Europe and Modern Greece.

Smith Professorship of the Fre?ich and Spanish Languages, by
Abicl Smith, Esq. of Boston, by will in 1815. Professor not
yet appointed.
lectureship of Materia Medica and Botany, established 1815.

Lectures given in Boston to the Medical class.
Lectureship of Midwifery, established 1815. Lectures given

in Boston to the Medical class.
The Professor of Law and the Medical Professors and Lec-

turers reside in Boston. The rest of the officers at Cambridge.
For the remaining departments of instruction and government,

see the list of officers.
There arc various other funds devoted to specific purposes,

some of which arc suffered to accumulate until sufficient for
the proposed object ; the interest of others is annually appro-
priated agreeably to the intentions of the donors. These arc,
Dexter fund. The late Hon. Samuel Dexter bequeathed

85000, to promote the critical knowledge of the scriptures.
Alford fund. By the executors of the will of the late Hon.

John Alford of Charlestown, to establish a professorship of moral
philosophy when sufficient.
A township of land. By Samuel Parkman, Esq. of Boston,

towards endowing a professorship of Christian Theology, to
have special charge of the resident graduates.
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Bowdoin premiums. Not less than g 100 pet* annum, by the
lateGovernor Bowdoin,given in four premiums, ormore, to mem-
bers of the college, authors of the best dissertations on subjects
annually proposed by the corporation.
Boylstonpremiums. Of these an account is given under the

Medical department.
Endowments for the support and assistance of students. The

Hopkins fund, by Edward Hopkins, Esq. of Great-Britain, to-
gether with legacies of Mr. Pcnnoyer and Mrs. Saltonstall, give
about g 1000 per annum, to be divided among ten resident gradu-
ates, students in divinity. Mr. Hopkins' legacy also provides
870 per annum to be distributed in hooks to meritorious students.
Exhibitions, or gifts provided for by Lieut. Gov. Stoughton,

Rev. W. Brattle and others, amount annually to about 8750.
Of the late liberal donation of the State of 810,000 per annum
for ten years, one quarter is devoted for assisting the education
of meritorious students, a part being annually distributed ; the
rest funded. Thirty students save the expenco of board by
services rendered in the hall.

Requisites for Admission and Course of Studies.

Candidates for admission into the University arc now required
to be well versed in the whole of Arithmetic, in Ancient and
Modern Geography, in the grammar and prosody of the Latin
and Greek languages, to be able to translate English into Latin,
and to construe and parse any portion of the following books,
viz. Dalzel's Collectanea, Graeca Minora, the Greek Testament,
Virgil, Sallust, and Cicero's Select Orations ; also to produce a

certificate of their correct moral character, and to give bonds in
the sum of four hundred dollars for the payment of their quarter
bills.
The time of residence at the University, except for those who

enter at an advanced standing, is four years ; during which time
they study the Greek and Latin Classics, the French or the
Hebrew language, The English language, Rhetoric and Belles-
Lettres, History and Antiquities, Logic, Metaphysics, Moral and
Political Philosophy, Theology, Algebra, Geometry, Trigo-
nometry and the higher branches of Mathematics, Natural Phi-
losophy, Astronom)» and Chemistry.—Exercises or recitations
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in all these branches are given by the instructors, and a punctual
attendance on them required by law. Written themes upon
subjects given out by the Professor of Rhetoric, public declama-
tions, and forensic disputations arc also regularly required.

Public lectures arc given by the professors, either to the
whole college, or to the upper classes only, according to the na-

ture of their subjects. These are upon Rhetoric and Oratory,
on Philology, on the Oriental languages, on Natural Philosophy
and Astronomy, on Divinity, on Sacred Criticism, on Zoology,
on Botany, on Chemistry and Mineralogy, on Anatomy and Sur-
gery, on Medicine, and on Law.
The students have regular hours of study and of recreation.

Gymnastic exercises are authorized, and a military corps is
kept up in the two upper classes, the members of which become
perfect in the manual exercise. An attendance is also per-
mitted on such teachers of polite accomplishments as are ap-
proved by the college government.

Exhibitions.
Public exhibitions take place three times a year, and consist of

performances by such members of the two upper classes as aro

selected for their merits, by the government. They arc deliver-
ed in the college chapel, in presence of such citizens and strangers
as may attend.

Commencement.

This anniversary takes place on the last Wednesday in Au-
gust. At this time the degrees are conferred, and public per-
formances delivered by the bachelors and masters of arts. These
exercises are attended by the Supreme Executive and other offi-
cers of the Commonwealth, bycitizens andstrangers of distinction,
and by a numerous and fashionable audience. A custom of an-
cient date has rendered this anniversary a day of parade and fes-
tivity both in Cambridge and Boston.

Number of Students.

The whole number of graduates at the College since its foun-
dation is 4509. The present members, exclusive of the Medical
Class in Boston, are as follow :—Seniors, 57 ; Juniors, 66 ;
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Sophomores, 91 ; Freshmen, 65 ; Resident graduates, 19. Of
these a certain portion resort here from a considerable distance,
and among them may be observed the names of many of the
most distinguished families in the southern states.

Present Officers of the University.
Rev. John Thornton Kirkland,D. D., L L. D. President.
Aaron Dexter, M. D. Professor of Chemistry.
William D. Peck, A.M. Professor of Natural History.
Rev. Henry Ware, D. D. Professor of Theology.
Hon. Isaac Parker, LL. D. Professor t>f Law.
Levi Hedge, A. M. Prof, of Logic, Metaphysics and Ethics.
Rev. John S. Popkin, D. D. Professor of the Greek Language.
Rev. Joseph McXean, LL.D. Prof, of Rhetoric and Oratory.
James Jacx3oh, M.D, Prof, of Theory and Practice of Physic.
John C. Warri>n, M. D. Professor of Anatomy and Surgery.
Sidney Willaüd, A. M. Professor of the Oriental Languages.
John GoRham, M. D. Adjunct Professor of Chemistry.
Levi Frisbie, A. M. Profesar of the Latin Language.
John Farrau, A. M. Professor of Mathematics and Natural

Philosophy.
Andrews Norton, A. M. Lecturer on Sacred Criticism and

Librarian.
Jacob Bigelov.",M.D. Lecturer on Materia Medica andBotany.
Walter Channiiig, M. D. Lecturer on Midwifery.
"Rev. Edward Everett, A. M. Professor of Greek Literature.
JosErn G. Kendall, A. M. Registrar, and Tutor ofGeometry

and Natural Philosophy.
Allston Gibbs, A. M. Tutor ofGeometry andArat. Philosophy.
Jonathan M. Wainwiught, A. M. Instructor of Rhetoric

and Oratory.
John Brazer, A. B. Tutor of the Latin Language.
Francis Jackson, A. M. Proctor.
Samuel Gilman, A. M. Proctor.
Henry Ware, A. M. Assistant Librarian.
Charles Folsom, A. B. Regent.
Thomas Savage A.B. Proctor.
James Walker, A.B. Proctor.
Nicholas Faucon, French Instructor.
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Of the College Buildings.

The College edifices, eight in number,* arc pleasantly situated
in Cambridge, about three miles from Boston. They stand on

an inclosed plain of fourteen acres, around which, except in front,
a thicket of forest trees is planted. They ana half a mile from
the banks of Charles River, and immediately contiguous to
the extensive common of Cambridge. Three of these buildings
are appropriated to public purposes ; the rest arc occupied for
lodging rooms by the students. Most of them bear the names of
different benefactors of the college. They arc as follows :

University Hall. This is an elegant and spacious edifice,
built in 1814, entirely of the Chclmsford granite, the colour of
which approaches nearly to white. It measures 140 feet by 50,
and is 42 feel in height. Its dimensions exceed those of any of
the other buildings, and its style of architecture is chaste and or-

namental. It contains a handsome chapel for the purposes of
worship, and of literary exhibitions ; six rooms for lectures and
recitations ; two rooms for occasional public purposes ; four
dining halls, and two large kitchens.
Harvard Hall. This is of brick, and was built in 1765.

It is 108 feet by 40, and 38 feet to the roof. It is surmounted
by a cupola, and bears the College clock and bell. It contain?
the library ; the philosophy chamber, a large apartment orna-

mented with paintings, busts, Sec. ; the philosophical apparatus ;
and lecture room.
Holworthy Hall. Of brick, erected in 1812. Length 138

feet, breadth 34, height 37. This building is occupied by stu-
dents of the senior class, every two of whom possess a large
room fronting south, and two smaller apartments on the northern
side, each sufficiently large to serve the double purpose of a study
and bed-room.
lloLLis Hall. Of brick, built in 1764. Length 105 feet,

breadth 44, height 37. It is a plain building, with a simple pedi-
ment on each side. It contains thirty-two rooms for students,
each of which has two small studies.
Stoughton Hall. Of the same dimensions and materials

as the last, and appropriated to the same purposes. Being built
in 1804, its appearance is somewhat more in the modern style.

* Exclusive of the Medical College in Iloston.
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Massachusetts Hall. Built in ¡720, and the oldest of the
present edifices. It is 100 feet by 41, and has only three stories to
the roof, the fourth being furnished with Lutheran windows. It
has thirty-two rooms for the use of the students.
Holden Chapel. Of brick, 50 feet by 34, height 29 ; origi-

nally erected for a chapel, but now occupied by the medical pro-
fessors, for those lectures which are given at the University. It
contains the chemical laboratory and lecture room, the anatomi-
cal museum and lecture room, and the Boylston medical library.
College House. Situated on the opposite side of the street,

a three story building, containing twelve rooms for students.
Besides these, the president's house and those of several of

the professors, also the Medical College in Boston, are owned
by the Universi .

The Library.
The Library contains between 17000 and 18000 volumes, and

is continually increasing. The selection of books, for the most

part, has been made with great care and judgment ; many of
them are works of groat rarity, scarcely to be found, it is said,
even in Europe. Owing to the munificence of the donors, a

larger proportion is elegantly bound, than is usual in similar
institutions.
The Library is open every day (Sundays excepted) to officers

and residents at the university, and such strangers as may visit
it. All the students are permitted to use its books, and mem-

bers of the two upper classes may exchange them twice in the
week. The privilege of borrowing books is enjoyed also by
members of the Corporation and Board of Overseers, and all
clergymen of public education, residing within ten miles of
Cambridge.
In addition to this, there is a valuable Medical Library of

about 500 volumes, the gift of W. N. lioylston, Esq. for the
use of students in medicine at the University, and accessible to

members of the Massachusetts Medical Society, residing in the
neighbourhood.

Philosophical Apparatus.
The apartment in Harvard Hall, lately occupied as a chapel,

has been repaired and fitted up for the Philosophical Apparatus
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and the Lectures on Astronomy and Experimental Philosophy.
The room is 46 feet long, 28 wide, and 18 high, and is a beauti-
ful piece of Doric architecture. The instruments have been
cleaned and repaired. The smaller ones arc arranged in ele-
gant glass cases. The others are distributed about a floor, a

little raised at one end of the room, and enclosed with a railing
of a circular form, with the lecture table in the middle. Imme-
diately fronting the table arc the scats for students, having a

curvature corresponding to that of the table and railing. They
rise one above another to the number of ten, and arc entered at
each end from an aisle on the wall. They are sufficient to accom-

modate two hundred, without any one being more than twenty-
five feet from the table.
The philosophical apparatus is very complete. Many of the

instruments are upon the largest scale and ofthebest workman-
ship. Among the instruments used on the subject of mechan-
ics, are Atwood's machine for illustrating the laws of accele-
rated and retarded motion ; a whirling table with its appendages ;
instruments fitted to demonstrate the various mechanical powers,
the laws of projectiles, See. For experiments in Hydrostatics
and Pneumatics, there are instruments for shewing the hydros-
tatic paradox ; several hydrometers ; Prince's air pump, with a

large assortment of receivers and other appendages ; a condenser;
a fountain for compressed air ; an air gun ; glass models of a fire
engine, a common pump, and an intermittent fountain. Ap-
propriate to Electricity are several large electrical^ machines)
cylindrical and globular ; a plate machine of two feet diameter ;
several electrical batteries, amounting to sixty feet of coated
surface ; a variety of electrometers and condensers; three galva-
nic batteries, one of two hundred pairs of plates, six inches
square ; apparatus for the decomposition of water, the alkalies,
&c. Among the optical instruments are a number of micro-
scopes, simple and compound, the solar and luccrnal ; ».camera
obscura ; a camera lucida; a magic lantern, fitted to exhibit the
constellations, the aspects and eclipses of the sun and moon, and
some of the more interesting phenomena of the planetary mo-
tions ; instruments for optical deceptions of different kinds ; a

reflecting telescope offivc feet ; two smaller ones with microme-
ters ; a night glass ; and an achromatic telescope of three feet. In
the department of astronomy, beside the instruments just men-
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tioned, are an equatorial ; a transit instrument of three feet ; an

astronomical quadrant of two feet ; together with reflecting quad-
rants and sextants ; also a large and elegant orrery of six feet
diameter, exhibiting the diurnal as well as annual motions of the
planets, the eccentricities and obliquities of their orbits, the in-
clinations of their axes, and motions of the satellites ; a small
orrery of two feet ; a planetarium, tellurium, and comctarium ;
Senex's globes of twenty-eight inches, and Carey's of eighteen
inches diameter. Beside the above instruments, the apparatus
contains most of the smaller ones, that arc described in the best
treatises on Natural Philosophy.

Chemical Laboratory.
The Chemical Department at the University has lately under-

gone very essential alteration and improvement. On the return of
peace, a large order for apparatus, &c. was sent to England, and
an agent* went out for the express purpose of selecting instru-
ments of the best quality, both for the Laboratory at Cambridge
and in Boston. The articles have arrived ; they have been
chosen with much judgment ; they are all of a superior kind,
and form a very large, and valuable collection.
In order to accommodate the department of chemistry still

farther, the whole of the lower story of Holden chapel has been
devoted to this purpose. It is divided by a partition, one apart-
ment being appropriated for a lecture-room, the other for a la-
boratory. This last room, which is.indispensable for the chemist,
has been fitted up with great judgment, and contains every thing
necessary to a full course of lectures on chemistry, arranged
in the neatest and most convenient manner. It is probably the
most complete Laboratory in the United States. The series of
furnaces arc built externally of common brick, internally of the
fire proof brick, covered with slabs of soap-stone. This series
includes the furnaces for digesting and for naked distillation;
a wind furnace, which with proper fuel will produce a tempera-
ture sufficiently high to melt the substance of a Hessian crucible
and to vitrify the fire-proof brick with which it is lined ; a

muffle furnace ; a forge, worked with an organ bellows ; a fur-
nace for common purposes, and a distilling apparatus. The flues
of these furnaces are carried up separately, to the heightof about

* Mr. J. F. Dana..
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35 feet, by which a very strong draught is obtained. One of
Accum's universal furnaces is placed on an elevation in the lec-
ture room, in order that most of the operations which require
heat may be viewed by the audience, during the lecture. The
Laboratory is about 35 feet in length and 28 in breadth.
Among the instruments and apparatus recently imported, may

be noticed, Leslie's Photometer ; Pepy's mercurial gazomcter ;
an electrical machine and electrometer, by Singer ; an excellent
air-pump, with stopcocks fitted to jars of different sizes ; Wol-
laston's reflective goniometer ; the differential thermometer ;

Ferguson's improved pyrometer ; a voltaic battery in troughs of
Wedgewood's ware ; Galvanometers and condensers ; apparatus
for the slow and rapid combustion of hydrogen, for the decom-
position of water, £cc.
An elegant Cabinet of Minerals, containing among the rest a

number of highly valuable foreign specimens, presented by the
French Government, and by Dr. Lcttsom of London, is an-

nexed to the chemical department.
Botanic Garden.

A piece of ground handsomely situated with a gradual decli-
vity towards the south has been appropriated to the purposes of a
Botanic Garden, being partly a purchase of the subscribers to

theNatural history fund, and partly the donation of Andrew Crai-
gie, Esq. It is situated about half a mile to the west of the Col-
lege edifices, and contains from seven to eight acres. This spot
is handsomely inclosed with a high fence and a belt of trees, ti.e
northern side being sheltered with a copse of evergreens. It con-
tains three buildings ; the professor's house, situated on an emi-
nence on the western side, and affording a delightful view of the
garden ; a gardener's house on the opposite side, and an extensive
green house and conservatory for the plants of warm climates
in the centre. The latter building contains apartments admit-
ting different degrees of heat, calculated for the plants of all lati-
tudes and climates south of us. It is furnished with a rich and
splendid collection of exotic trees, shrubs and plants, assembled
from the southern parts oi our own'country and of Europe, from
the two Indies, from Africa, South America and New Holland.
The area of the garden is laid out in the most ornamental stylc,und
is constantly kept in high cultivation. It contains an extensive
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and increasing variety of hardy plants, both native and foreign,
and in the vegetating season affords to the students of the Uni-
versity a most excellent practical field for the pursuit of botani-
cal studies. A fountain and a pool of water near the contre fur-
nish a place for the cultivation of aquatics, and an unfailing sup-
ply for the purpose of watering the garden. The whole is un-

der the immediate superintendence of the Professor of Natural
history, anda suitable number of gardeners is constantly employ-
ed for its cultivation.

Anatomical Museum.
TheUniversity contains two collections of anatomical prepara-

tions, one of which is kept in Boston and belongs to the Medical
School ; the other in Cambridge, for the use of the senior class of
students in literature and the occasional instruction of the medical
class. The first contains about a thousand pieces, which arc of
three kinds. 1 st. Dry injected blood vessel preparations of differ-
ent parts of the human body ; 2d. Wet preparations of healthy
structure, which are mostly injected. 3d. Morbid preparations.
Among the osseous pieces are uncommonly fine specimens of Ex-
ostosis, Anchylosis, Necrosis, Spina Ventosa and Fracture ; and
among the soft parts, of organic diseases of the heart and arteries.
The injected wet preparations of healthy structure arc probably not
exceeded in the United States in number or beauty. Those of the
organ of vision arc peculiarly elegant. The whole of this collection
has been made by the present professor.
There arc also in this collection wax representations of the eye

magnified ; of the ear, and of the male and female organs of re-
production.
The Anatomical Museum atCambridge consists ofpreparations

of the human body, and others of wax. The former were present-
ed to the University, through the agency ofWard Nicholas Boyls-
ton, Esq. by John Nicholls L. L, D. of London. They were

prepared by the celebrated Dr. Nicholls, who himself invented the
corroded injections. Many of these arc found at Cambridge in

perfect preservation, and cannot be excelled in beauty nor minute-
ness ; especially those of the vessels of the lungs, of the heart,
and of the urinary organs. In this collection, there arc a great
number of fine specimens of urinary calculi ; all which arc sawed
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íp exhibit their interior texture ; among them, are one which has
a leaden bullet, and another which has a needle for its nucleus.
The wax preparations were in part a donation from flasket

Derby, Esq. ; the rest were made for the University, by direction of
its present Government. These objects being large and not nu-

merous, it may be convenient to give some description of each
piece.

1. A head with the scalp divided and turned down over the face;
the cranium is sawed ; on raising it, the external surface of the
dura mater presents itself ; this being removed, the surface of the
brain is seen : next the two hemispheres of the cerebrum may be
removed, and then on looking into the cavity, we see the processes
of the dura mater.
2. An exact view of the base of the brain, the membranes being

removed. A distinct view is had of the objects at that part ; below
the medulla oblongata is seen the decussation of the fibres of the
pyramids.

3. A dissection of the base of the brain, representing the fibrous
appearance of the pyramids, passing through the pons varolii and
diverging in the crura ccrcbri ; thence the internal appearance of
the corpora striata.

4. A view of the interior of the ventricles, obtained by making
a section through the corpus callosum and turning the hemis-
pheres on each side. The cavities of the lateral ventricles are

seen ; the openings into the third ventricle ; the fourth ventricle'
opened ; the corpora striata : thalami ncrvorum opticorum ; pin-
eal gland and its crura.

5. A lateral view of the ventricles on one side, obtained by
making a vertical section through the corpus callosum and parts
beneath, and removing the whole of one hemisphere. A section
of the corpus callosum is seen under it, the fornix before, and
thalamus nervi optici behind ; pineal gland ; section of tubcrcula
quadrigemina : communication of the ventricles, the third being
opened into the lateral, and the section of the tubcrcula quadri-
gemina, exhibiting the aqueduct of Sylvius, which leads to the
fourth. Section of the central part of the cerebellum and section
of the pons varolii.

6. A lateral section of the brain seen in the cavity of the cra-

nium : and the origins of some of the nerves.
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7. A view of the whole brain in the cranium, its anterior part
being raised and the hemispheres a little separated to show the
origins of the nerves and their passage from the brain to the fora-
mina of the cranium.

8. Base of the cranium, to exhibit the exit of the nerves ; and a

section of the orbit of the eye, to show the interior of the 01 hitar
fossa and the nerves of the organ of vision. The passage of the
auditory nerve is seen ; and the whole structure of the internal
organ of hearing, of the natural size.

9. Nerves of the fitce ; the course and distribution of the facial
nerve ; of the external facial branches of the fifth pair ; the glosso-
pharyngeal nerves ; and the gustatory, with the maxillary ganglion.

10. Nerves of the neck, heart and lungs. Made accurately
from a dissection according to the splendid plate of Scarpa. This
includes a section of the whole body, made below the diaphragm.
It exhibits some of the most curious and important nerves, espe-
cially those branches which it is difficult to exhibit in a common
dissection. Nearly the whole course of the par vagum is seen : the
cervical part of the great sympathetic ; the phrenic and the bra-
chial plexus.

11. The larynx, trachea, lungs, and heart with its vessels,
disconnected from the body.

12. The heart separated from the body, and dissected to show
its nerves.

13. A section of the heart to show the cavities of the auricles
and ventricles.

14. Section of the kidney to exhibit its internal appearance.
15. Blood vessels of the kidney represented as injected.
16. Various pieces to show the form and structure of the male

organs of generation.
17. Vagina, uterus and ovaries, cut open with the fallopian

tubes, and blood vessels.
18. *Exlcrnal appearance of the male organs of generation;

capable of being separated to exhibit the blood vessels of the
penis, and the coats and structure of the testis.

19. »External appearance of the female organs, with a section
of the uterus, exhibiting the situation and connexions of the foe-
tus in utero.

* These two pieces are now deposited in the cabinet at Boston.
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20. A full grown fœtus, with the abdomen opened to display
the origins of the umbilical arteries and termination of the umbi-
lical veins. Thence they arc seen issuing and forming the um-
bilical cord which terminates in a placenta.
2!. Human ear greatly magnified ; with six small pieces to

show the structure of that organ.
22. Human eye magnified m a section of the head, with small-

er pieces to exhibit the structure of the organ of vision.
23. Five pieces of natural size to show the coats and blood

vessels of the eye.
24. Two pieces to represent the structure of the eyelids.
25. A section of the head to show the organ of taste, the

organ of smell, and the salivary glands.
26. Muscles of the face and cranium, with the arteries and

veins.
27. An elegant human figure of full size. The cranium is

opened to show the surface of the brain with its veins. The
thorax opened exhibits the heart in the pericardium, the lungs in
their natural place, with their absorbent vessels. The •abdo-
minal cavity, the intestines being removed, shows the liver,
spleen, kidnies, urinary bladder, the aorta and vena cava, with
the principal blood vessels of the abdominal viscera. A supe-
rior and inferior extremity are dissected to show the muscles
arteries, veins, nerves and absorbent vessels of those parts.t

In addition to this collection, the professor of anatomy has
commenced the formation of a cabinet of Comparative Anatomy.
This is small at present, but exhibits the skeletons of various
quadrupeds, birds and reptiles ; and some handsome injections
ofminute structure.

• An order has been given for a large preparation of the organs of
digestion, which will rentier this collection more perfect.
t This single preparation was recently obtained at the expense of

600 dollars.
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Massachusetts Medical College.
The Medical Lectures of Harvard University were formerly

given in Cambridge only, to the senior class and to medical stu-
dents. In the year 1810 it was thought expedient that a Medi-
cal Institution should be commenced in Boston, under the auspi-
ces of the University, for the express education of medical stu-
dents. The object of this new establishment' was to allow a

longer term for the medical lectures, and also to afford students
the opportunity which they had not before enjoyed, of attending
surgical operations and hospital practice. A building in Boston
was rented and fitted up with lecture rooms by the professors ;
and lectures commenced on the different branches of medical
science. From this time the number of students has regularly
increased, and it is now more than double the average number
who formerly attended at Cambridge. The growing state of
this institution pointed out the necessity of a suitable public
building, to contain the lecture rooms, laboratory, museum, &c.
and in 1815 the Corporation appropriated twenty thousand dol-
lars from the grant then madeûthem by the Commonwealth, for
the erection of such an edifice. The building, which is to bear
the name of the Massachusetts Medical College, was immedi-
ately commenced, it is now very near to its completion, and
will be in perfect readiness for the lectures of the ensuing season.

The Massachusetts Medical College is situated in Mason
street, near the Boston Common and Mall, The bpilding is of
brick, 88 leet in length, and 43 in its greatest breadth. Its
figure is oblong with a pediment in front, and an octagonal cen-
tre rising above the roof, and also forming a three sided projec-
tion in the rear of the building. This is surmounted by a dome,
with a skylight and a ballustrade, giving an appearance of ele-
gance to the neatness and ill proportions of the building.
The apartments on the first floor are a spacious Medical Lec-

ture room of a square form, with ascending semi-circular seats ;
a large Chemical Lecture room in the centre, of an octagonal
form, with ascending seats ; a Chemical Laboratory, fitted up
with furnaces and accommodations for the costly apparatus used
in the lectures ; and a room to be occupied by the Massachu-
setts Medical Society. In the second story is the anatomical
theatre, the most extensive room, occupying the whole central
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part of the building, covered with the dome, and skylight; with
semicircular seats which are entered from above, and descend
regularly toward the centre. A large and a small room for prac-
tical anatomy, together with another for the museum, occupy the
extremities of the same story.
The whole building is warmed by a single stove situated in

the cellar, calculated by the inventor* for burning the Rhode-
Island coal. Owing to the smatlness of its draught, it burns this
coal in great perfection, keeping up a permanent and intense heat.
This stove is surrounded by a brick chamber from which a brick
flue is carried up to the second story communicating by large
pipes on apertures with all the principal rooms of the house.
The air is admitted from the outside of the building through a

brick passage way, down to the stove ; a portion of it goes to
maintain the combustion ; the rest being rarified by the heat of the
stove, ascends rapidly through the flue, and may be delivered at

pleasure into any, or all the apartments, by opening the pipes or
communications. The strong current of heated air thus obtained
is sufficient to warm the largest rooms in a very short space of
time.
A cistern of water is placed near the roof, which is supplied

by pumps from a well in the cellar and may be drawn out for use
by pipes communicating below.

Medical Library.
The importance of a Medical Library in an institution of this

sort, has caused active measures to be taken for an early and re-

spectable foundation of this kind. To this end about five hundred
volumes have been already contributed, and suitable provision
made for the regular increase of the collection. Attention has
been paid particularly to supply such books, as will be most useful
to students during their attendance on the lectures ; and with
this view a considerable number of copies of each of the most

approved elementary and standard works on the several depart-
ments of medical science, have been furnished. The present de-
ficiencies of the collection, will be supplied during the lectures
by the removal from the Boylston medical library in Cambridge,
of such books as may be most wanted.

* Mr. Jacob Perkins.
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Medical Lectures and Degrees.

The medical lectures in Boston will hereafter commence an-

nually on the third Wednesday in November, and consist of
five courses on the following subjects, Anatomy and Surgery,
Chemistry and Mineralogy, Materia Medica, Midwifery, and the
Theory and Practice ofPhysic.

Candidates for the degree of Doctor in medicine are required to
attend two courses of the lectures of each of the medical profes-
sors. They must study two years under the direction of a regu-
lar practitioner of medicine and allow a third to elapse before
they can be examined. Those who have not had an University
education must satisfy the president and professors of their
knowledge in the Latin language and in experimental philosophy.
The examinations commence on the second Wednesday fol-

lowing the close of the lectures, and are made in all the branches
taught in the lectures.—An inaugural thesis must be publicly
lead and defended previously to graduation.

Boylston Medical Prize Questions.
A provision for one hundred dollars per annum has been made

by the liberality of Ward Nicholas Boylston, Esq. which sum is
annually adjudged in two prizes of g50 each to the authors of the
best dissertations on subjects proposed by a committee appointed
by the corporation of the University. Since their establishment
in 1803, nineteen of the Boylston premiums have been awarded
for dissertations, to various physicians and medical students. The
prize questions for the present year were published in the last
number of this journal.

Count Rumford's Legacy.

Benjamin Count Rumford, an American by birth, whose talents
and researches have given him celebrity throughout Europe,
lately deceased at his country residence in France. This distin-
guished philosopher and political economist, mindful of his na-
tive country, has bequeathed, with certain restrictions, the whole
of his estate to the University, where he had acquired the first
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rudiments of physical knowledge.* His will provides glOOO a

year for the establishment of a professorship, on those depart-
ments of Natural Philosophy, which are connected with the im-
provements of social life. He has also made the University
residuary legatee to his whole estate, subject only to certain life
annuities.

• Count Rumford, then about 16 years of age, attended the lectures of
Professor Winthrop in Harvard University in 1770. His early attach-
ment to experimental philosophy is exemplified by the fact, that lie con-

stantly walked from Woburn to Cambridge, a distance of nine miles, to
attend these lectures.

MISCELLANIES. NO. I.

[Communicated for the New-England Journal.]

BY A CORRESPONDENT.

1st. 1 he supply and the employmentof leeches being attended
with some difficulties and with some violation of humanity, the
following substitute (which forms a species of cupping) may per-
haps be found successful.
A small machine may be made of tin, composed of two cham-

bers, one above the other, joined by a short tube ; both chambers
being, as far as is convenient, cylindrical. The lower chamber

may have a wide mouth with a smooth, blunt edge, to apply
closely to the flesh ; two or three long and narrow apertures
being placed perpendicularly in its sides, closed with glass, (but
so as to to be air-tight,) in order to give a view into the interior.
Lastly, the upper chamber terminates in a small mouth on its up-
per side, having a cork stopper. The flesh of the patient being first
properly scarified, and then covered with the mouth of the lower
chamber of the machine ; a hot iron is next to be held within
the air of the upper chamber, in order to rarify it ; the cork-
stopper being removed for this purpose. When this air has been
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